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1. Background

▶ sudden and surprising fertility decline in Nordic, Anglo-Saxon and
many Western countries [1]

▶ reductions in first-births, which are attributable to couples not
transitioning to birth [2]

2. Contributions of the study

1. enhance comprehension of the recent declines in fertility
2. dyadic analysis: how does couple composition change over time

and relate to fertility
3. register-data approach

3. State-church membership, religion and secularization

How did the population structure change:
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Finnish population structure across settlement types and years.

4. Fertility differences by religion

▶ religion affects fertility through norms and writings about
partnership, contraception et cetera

▶ religion affects fertility through social interaction
▶ churches act as partner markets
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5. Argument

Secularization has a negative self-reinforcing impact on fertility.
1. Secularization affects the couple composition, as the share of

religious individuals diminish in the partner pool. [3]
2. The couple composition affects childbearing, as fertility of

homogeneous religious couples is higher than of mixed or
non-religious couples.

6. Partnership change
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7. Couple fertility

▶ Outcome: transition to first birth
▶ Risk population: Finnish cohabiting or married childless couples
▶ Right-Censoring: union-dissolution, death/emigration, end of

observation period, reaching age 55
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8. Results

▶ Secularization has contributed to the recent fertility decline.
▶ State-church membership is strongly associated with childbearing.
▶ The couple composition with respect to religion has changed

fundamentally.
▶ The couple composition with respect to religion matters for

childbearing.
▶ The female religiosity affects childbearing stronger.
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