Dr. Türkay S. Nefes
E-mail: tnefes@gmail.com 
Academic Appointments
2012-2013
Research Fellow, St Anthony’s College, Oxford University, UK

2012-2013
TUBITAK Research Fellow, Sociology Department, Oxford University, UK 

2011-2012
Research Fellow, Institute of Sociology, University of Freiburg, Germany
2010-2011
Teacher, CATS College Canterbury, UK

2006-2011
Assistant Lecturer, School of Social Policy, Sociology and Social Research, University of Kent, UK






Education

2006-2010
DPhil Sociology, School of Social Policy, Sociology and Social Research, University of Kent, UK. Supervisor: Professor Frank Furedi 
Thesis Title: Towards a Sociology of Conspiracy Theories: An Investigation into Conspiratorial Thinking on Dönmes 
2005‐2006
Postgraduate Diploma in Social Research Methods, School of Social Policy, Sociology and Social Research, University of Kent, UK.

2002‐2005
MSc Political Science, Middle East Technical University, Turkey. Supervisor: Associate Professor Pınar Akçalı
Thesis Title: Conceptualizing and Problematizing the Contemporary Popularity of Conspiracy Theories in Turkey: Re-thinking Karl Popper
1997‐2002
BSc Sociology, Middle East Technical University, Turkey

2000‐2001
BA Sociology, University of Alberta, Canada

                               Spent a year as an exchange student
Peer-Reviewed Publications
2013
“The Function of Secrecy in Anti-Semitic Conspiracy Theories: The Case of Dönmes in Turkey”, in M. Reinkowski and M. Butter (eds.) Conspiracy Theories, De Gruyter.

2012
“The History of the Social Constructions about Dönmes”, The Journal of Historical Sociology
2011
“Conspiracy Theories as Conduits of Fundamentalist Knowledge”, in U. Martensson, U. Bailey, P. Ringrose, A. Dyrendal (eds.) Fundamentalism in the Modern World: Volume One: Fundamentalism, Politics and History: The State Globalization and Political Ideologies, I.B: Tauris
2010
“Review: Conspiracy Panics: Political Rationality and Popular Culture”, Sociological Research Online
2008
“The Art of Communication”, in S. Yalcin (ed.) New York and Chewing Gum, Istanbul: Artes.
2006
“Zygmunt Bauman on Postmodernity: A Prophet or a Story Teller”, Civil Academy, no. 12, pp. 25-30
2005
with Diken, B and Laustsen, B. “Hamam”, ToplumBilim, no. 18, pp.13-20 [in Turkish] 

2003
with Diken, B., Laustsen, B. “Postmodern Violence: The ‘Fight Club’ in the Network Society”, Doğu Batı 23, pp. 56-69 [in Turkish]

2003
 “From Globalization to Viva Zapata”, Birikim, no. 168, pp. 25-32 [in Turkish]
2003-2006
Published several articles in national newspapers, Radikal and Birgün, in Turkey
_______________________________________________________________________
Working Papers


“The Influence of Anti-Semitic Conspiracy Theories on the Political Perspectives of Readers in Turkey”

“Political Parties’ Pragmatical Use of Anti-Semitic Conspiracy Theories in Turkey”

“Teaching Cultural Sociology through The Simpsons: Homer Under Mills’ Eye”

“The Influence of the Durkheimian Sociology on Turkish Politics through Ziya Gökalp”

with Shouo, F. “Online Political Communication of the Conspiracy Theories about the Assassination Attempt on the Taiwanese President Chen Shui-bian”


with Flores, R. “Conspiracy Theories in Latin America”


with Romero, A. “Fear through Humour: A Comparative Analysis of the Anti-Semitic Caricatures in Turkey and Spain”

________________________________________________________________________

Conference Papers, Invited Lectures and Summer Schools
2011
“Adapting Durkheim into Turkish Sociology: Ziya Gökalp’s Attempt to Create a Modern Turkey”, Invited Lecture, University of Basel, Switzerland, 12 December
2011
“Reception of Durkheim in the Making of the Turkish Nation”, Invited Seminar, Freiburg University, Germany, 19 October

2011
“The Reflections on Conspiracy Theories in Turkish Parliament”, British Sociological Association Annual Conference 2011, London School of Economics, London, UK, 6-8 April

2011
“Political Significance of Anti-Semitic Conspiracy Theories on Dönmes”, Seminar: Jewish Studies Group, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK, 2 February

2011
“Political Parties’ Perceptions of Conspiracy Theories: The Dönme Case”, Conspiracy Theories in the Middle East and the United States, Freiburg University, Freiburg, Germany, 13-15 January
2010
“The History of the Social Constructions about Dönmes”, World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain, 15-19 July
2010
“A Comparative Analysis of Mainstream Political Hostility against Converts: Dönmes and Marranos”, The Conversos and Moriscos in Spain and Beyond, Saint Louis University, Madrid, Spain, 16-18 June
2010
“The Genealogy of the Conspiracy Theories on Dönmes”, Seminar: Jewish Studies Group, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK, 17 March
2009
Early Career Summer School: Theory for a Global Age, University of Warwick, Coventry, UK, 05-10 July

2007
“Conspiracy Theories on Crypto-Jewish Dönmes (Conversos)”, Summer School, Lancaster University, Lancaster, UK, 12-15 July
2006
“Conspiracy Theories as Conduits of Fundamentalist Knowledge: Thinking About The Protocols of Elders of Zion”, International Conference on Global Communication of Fundamentalist Knowledge, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Trondheim, Norway, 14-17 December 
2005
“Turkish Conspiracy Theories in the Age of Fragmentation”, 12th International Conference of the Association of French Speaking Sociologists, Galatasaray University, Istanbul, Turkey, 26-29 May 
2004
“New Stories of the City: A Movie”, 10th National Congress of Sociology Students, Ege University, İzmir, Turkey, 25-28 April 
2003
“A General Discussion on the Contemporary Popular Culture in Turkey”, 9th National Congress of Sociology Students, Isparta University, Isparta, Turkey, 18-21 April 
2003
 “Globalisation and New Forms of Resistances”, 8th National Congress of Sociology Students, Bilgi University, Istanbul, Turkey, 26-29 April 
Teaching Experience
2006-2011
Assistant Lecturer. School of Social Policy, Sociology and Social Research, University of Kent
·  Seminar leader/lecturer in Sociological Perspectives on Violence, Terrorism and Modern Society, Sociology of Belonging, Sociology of Disasters and Social Policy modules
2010-2011
Teacher. CATS College Canterbury


-
 Teacher of Sociology and Turkish literature
2010
A fellow of Higher Education Academy 
2010
Completed the Postgraduate Certificate in Higher Education (PCGHE) programme, University of Kent 

2008
An associate of Higher Education Academy 

2006-2007
Completed the Associate Teacher Accreditation (ATAP) programme, University of Kent
Research Experience
2002
Interviewer in a Unesco Project, Turkey    

2000
Research Assistant in SPSS, Middle East Technical University, Turkey
1999
Interviewer in “The Effects of the 1998 Earthquake Project”, Middle East Technical University, Turkey 
Academic Honours and Awards

2012-2013
TUBITAK Postdoctoral Fellowship Grant, Oxford University, UK

2006-2010
Highest PhD studentship award: 9000 pounds per year, University of Kent Sociology Department, UK

2005
Honourable Mention in a national essay competition of Liberal Thinking Society

2000-2001
Visiting student scholarship to University of Alberta, Canada

1997-2002
Consistent Honours student, Middle East Technical University, Turkey 
Skills and Extracurricular
· Member of British Sociological Association

· Turkish (native), English (advanced), Spanish (advanced), French (beginner), German (beginner).
· Licensed Football and Chess player 
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